
REVIEW TEXT
(by: Soneta Welliya)

I. Learning Objectives

     By the end of this lesson, students are able to:

1. Identify the genre of the text
2. Find a certain information from the text (scanning)
3. Decide the topic of the text
4. Find the meaning of  a word from its context

II. Learning Material

A Review Text is to review or to give critique on a work of art or event.

To review something you can do it in different ways. Sometimes you only need one 
word, few words or many words. A complete review has a structure involving 
ORIENTATION, INTERPRETATIVE RECOUNT, EVALUATION, and EVALUATIVE 
SUMMATION.

At the orientation stage, you introduce the thing you want to review and to put your 
review in a context. Then you can go on by summarizing the whole or the parts of 
the book that interest you. This is called an interpretative recount. And then you give 
your comments on that recount, and this is called evaluation. This is where you use 
a lot of adjectives. And, finally, you give a punch line of emphasis on your evaluation. 
This is called evaluative summation.

Example of Review

Seventeen by Booth Tarkington is one of the funniest novels I’ve ever read. 
Although It was first published in 1918, it still remains a classic comic novel. It is set 
in the American Middle West during one hot summer and tells the story of a young 
man in love. (ORIENTATION)

Willie Baxter or William Sylvanus Baxter as he calls himself, is the main character of 
the book. He has just turned seventeen and, in his own words, he is not at all 
interested in girls. But one day a beautiful stranger comes to Willie’s town, and Willie 
falls head over heels in love with her. After that  Willie follows his beloved Miss Pratt 
everywhere and worship her with all his heart. Unfortunately He is not alone as many 
other boys are also as many other boys are also in love with Miss Pratt. In addition, 
members of Willie’s family, such as old Genesis and his dog Clematis, constantly get 
in his way and ruin his chances of making a good impression on Miss Pratt. 
Eventually, she leaves the town and life returns to normal. (INTERPRETATIVE 
RECOUNT)

The book’s greatest strength is its timeless humour. Despite being written so long 
ago, Seventeen describes what it’s really like to be a teenager. The love-stricken 
Willie Baxter is a wonderful comic character, especially  when he steals his father’s 
evening dress to impress Miss Pratt. But apart from making us laugh at Willie’s 
misfortunes, the book also laughs at human nature. In the end  Willie doesn’t marry 



the adorable Miss Pratt but his next door neighbour who seemed so irritating at first.
(EVALUATION)

All in all I definitely recommend Seventeen. It will make you laugh and help you 
understand adolescence.(EVALUATIVE SUMMATION)

Answer the following questions based on the text above!

1. What kind of story is it?
a. Comedy
b. Detective
c. Horror
d. Thriller
e. Scientific fiction

2. Which is incorrect statement about the story?
a. The writer likes the novel very much
b. The story help us understand adolescence
c. The story is full of humour
d. In the end the main character of the book gets married with his neighbour
e. The young man never falls in love with  girl

3. “Eventually, she leaves the town and life returns to normal.” (pr.2)
      Whose life is it?

a. Miss Pratt
b. The writer
c. Willie
d. His neighbour
e. Teenager

4. From the story we can learn about …
a. teenager’s life d. classic novel
b. American Middle West e. family’s life
c. American girls
d. classic novel

5. It will make you laugh and help you understand adolescence.
The underlined word means:
a. adult
b. kids
c. boys
d. toddler
e. teenage



Answers:
1. a
2. e
3. c
4. a
5. a


